night and had stopped smoking in 1996. Two maternal uncles were blind from unknown cause.
Visual acuities were 6/6 in the right eye and 6/12 in the left eye and IOPs were 33 9 carbon monoxide poisoning, 10 and ephedra alkaloids 11 have all been implicated. The trigger to visual loss is generally hypothesised to be additional impairment of oxidative respiration within the optic nerve, already compromised by the biochemical effects of the mitochondrial gene defect. It is likely that the site of neuronal dysfunction is the intraocular nonmyelinated portion of the retinal ganglion cell axons. 12 This case is unusual in the late age at presentation. The oldest patient previously reported was 65 years old when visual loss began.
2 Acute blood loss precipitating visual loss has been reported. 1 The probable precipitant of visual loss in this case was chronic anaemia secondary to small bowel arteriovenous malformations, although high IOPs were also identified.
